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Kirkland and Clinton have taken what they have learned from their past DRI appli-

cation to focus their needs and refine their plan to address them. I believe what they 

have devised will greatly enhance their community, Oneida County and the region.
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Mike Reese, Regional Director
Empire State Development Corp.
207 Genesee St., 16th Floor
Utica, NY 13501

Dear Mr. Reese,

Please accept this 2021 Downtown Revitalization Initiative application. We learned much from the 
2019 DRI application process; we have refined and reworked some of our 2019 proposals, while 
adding new projects that reflect the changing needs of our community and eliminating others 
unsuited to the current economy. 

As in 2019, the Town of Kirkland and Village of Clinton again propose to collaborate on this important 
initiative. We recognize such collaboration necessitates an effective coordinating body for our joint 
projects. In 2020 we formed the Clinton-Kirkland Improvement Commission (CKIC), which will soon 
be a legal entity serving as an economic development resource for our area. The CKIC will play a vital 
role in implementing and coordinating DRI projects.  

Our vision has remained constant: to leverage our rich history, well-preserved architecture, active 
arts and cultural scene, nationally recognized hockey tradition and outstanding small businesses, 
all in service of community development to enhance our unique character, create jobs, and increase 
Clinton’s walkability and environmental sustainability. 

The passion, capability and commitment of our community and elected leaders has been amply 
demonstrated over the past several years. Many of the CKIC’s community leaders were involved in 
our successful 2018 application to be a Kraft Hockeyville community. During the COVID pandemic 
those leaders supported small business, offered COVID guidance, identified resources and continued 
to build essential community networks.  

As part of the 2021 DRI process, we undertook considerable public outreach, including a DRI booth at 
our Farmer’s Market and several public hearings on the DRI to ask the general public their priorities.   
We are proud that the vast majority of our individual DRI projects were generated at the grassroots 
level by individual investors and community organizations. 

Those projects can be grouped into three broad bundles: proposals for expanding proven, well-
established small businesses; proposals for improving the walkability and accessibility of downtown, 
including improvements to the streetscape; proposals updating aging infrastructure.  

Our 2021 application demonstrates we are a community firmly rooted in our history even as we 
create the conditions that will enable tomorrow’s economic growth and development. We believe 
our downtown can be a more vibrant, walkable destination, with an attractive mix of housing, 
commercial and recreational spaces. 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit the Clinton/Kirkland 2021 DRI application. 

Robert Meelan						      Elizabeth C. Tantillo

Robert Meelan, Town of Kirkland Supervisor		  Elizabeth C. Tantillo, Village of Clinton 		
											             Mayor

And the Clinton/Kirkland Local Planning Committee
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ABOUT OUR
PARTNERSHIP
WHO WE ARE

Within the Town of Kirkland in the southern zone of Oneida County lies the Village of Clinton. As 
home to one of the top liberal arts colleges in the country and a Blue Ribbon designated school 
district, for decades the Town and Village have partnered to provide top quality services and 
events for residents. 
 
In 2018 the Town and Village led the effort of its citizens both here and far to unite to win the 
coveted title of that year’s Kraft Hockeyville community, making the Clinton Arena only the 
fourth such winner of the title. 
 
That ‘we can do anything’ attitude remained a year later when we learned of the state’s Down-
town Revitalization Initiative grant. Through working together on the application, that informal 
spirit of cooperation grew stronger as we identified ways the two municipalities had been help-
ing each other, and through the vision of the DRI we saw more opportunities for growth as two 
entities working as one. 
 
While 2019 was not our year to win a DRI grant, the encouragement of the Mohawk Valley Re-
gional Empire State Development Council to try again inspired us to early in 2020 begin to look 
at improving our application. When the pandemic began, we easily transitioned that effort into 
coordinating efforts to keep local businesses and non-profit organizations strong and viable as 
best they could under given restrictions.
 
That led to the creation of the Clinton-Kirkland Improvement Committee, a formal name for 
those community and municipal leaders who led the Hockeyville victory and first DRI effort. 
Although C-KIC has yet to meet in person, through Zoom, members have conducted almost 100 
meetings to discuss ways to help the area through this difficult time. As 2021 began, we also re-
opened talks on preparing for our second DRI application.

While there is a quick turnaround time from when the application became available to its dead-
line, and we must abide by safety regulations due to the coronavirus, this joint Clinton-Kirkland 
application has been almost two years in development. We believe it offers a stronger vision 
than in 2019 and thanks to your feedback, corrects those areas that needed improvement. We 
believe that awarding Clinton-Kirkland a 2021 DRI grant would benefit not just our communi-
ty, but the Mohawk Valley and all of New York State. Each of these projects has the potential 
to spark much more investment in our community through job growth, population growth and 
property tax growth.



OUR VISION



7CLINTON 2021 DRI

TO BUILD ON THE HISTORIC 
CHARACTER OF THE VILLAGE OF 
CLINTON AND TOWN OF KIRKLAND 
TO CREATE A SUSTAINABLE, 
ACCESSIBLE, WELCOMING 
COMMUNITY FOR ALL TO 
LIVE, WORK, AND THRIVE.

Clinton possesses a vibrant downtown with a mixture of locally owned restau-
rants, clothing stores, service businesses and artisan shops, many of them in 
the Historic District. On Thursdays from June to October the downtown area 
swells with 80 more businesses in the Village Green during the region’s most 
popular Farmers Market.
 
Downtown Clinton also contains the community’s hallmarks - 
the Kirkland Art Center, the Clinton Arena, Clinton Historical Society, Kirkland 
Town Library and Clinton Performing Arts Complex. These blend in with sin-
gle-family homes and apartments.
 
Although Downtown Clinton is viewed as a successful district by those who 
live, work and visit here, the vision is to create a more all-encompassing area 
by addressing needs and enhancing what already exists, thereby adding to the 
overall quality of life and expanding the tax base. 

This will be accomplished by our strategies: 

1. Fuel new job creation and adaptive reuse of underutilized building stock
2. Continue to create a sustainable, walkable, diverse community that meets     
    the needs of current and future residents
3. Retain historic charm while modernizing for the future
4. Promote the community’s reputation for an excellent quality of life, 
    educational offerings and opportunities for artistic expression
5. Build on existing community partnerships to enhance quality of life 
    assets that are accessible to all populations 



8 CLINTON2021 DRI 

JUSTIFICATION
DOWNTOWN CLINTON REFLECTS MUCH OF WHAT 

MAKES ONEIDA COUNTY AND THE MOHAWK VALLEY 

A WONDERFUL PLACE TO CALL HOME. 

The proposed DRI Designated Zone - walkable from end-to-end in under 15 minutes - contains small businesses that 
market nationally and internationally, a Blue Ribbon school district, restaurants that draw customers from up to 50 
miles and a number of cultural attractions. Yet, Clinton retains a small-village charm, where business owners know 
customers by name and neighbors stop to catch up when out walking. 
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Clinton’s reputation as a friendly, welcoming community to 
all has led to a change over the last 10 years in its ethnic 
makeup. Today 22 languages are recognized as the first 
language among the 1,300 students in the Clinton Central 
School District. That comes with a relatively small population 
of 2,000 in the Village and 10,000 in the Town.
 
Clinton’s economic success comes from outside its 
downtown as well. Less than a mile away up on The Hill, 
Hamilton College’s prestigious reputation brings in 10,000 
people annually from around the country and the world 
to tour the campus and area; the college also serves as 
one of the area’s largest employers. Internationally known 
Indium Corp. has increased its employment force while also 
increasing the diversity of the area. 
 
Clinton’s proposed Zone - defined after input from 
community members - takes advantage of the little 
developable land available while also strengthening what 
already works. Those projects proposed on the open sites, 
which includes use of a brownfield, address the critical 
needs for Clinton’s growth: market-rate apartments, more 
retail space and job growth. 
 
A Streetscape Plan would enhance the area around the well-
used Village Green. While the $1 million pricetag on a fully 
electric or solar-powered trolley is cost prohibitive, a hybrid 
model would significantly reduce carbon emissions and 
address parking challenges in that area.
 
Even in the second year of the pandemic, the Clinton 
downtown business community continues to thrive due to 
overwhelming support of those who see the value in buying 
local. Downtown Clinton in the summer of 2021 has no empty 
storefronts to fill with a creative DRI project. Building owners 
who had been part of the 2019 application have had to put 
those projects on hold due to the significant growth in the 
cost of construction materials and labor.
 
Clinton’s businesss remain strong through local support from 
people who chose this community as a place to live based on 
the strong quality of life found here. Updating and enhancing 
those entities would retain residents and keep Clinton as 
a desirable place to live for those looking for an attractive 
community at an affordable price.

However, as the nationwide trend has shown since March 

2020, the 21st Century workplace has changed. More 
business is being conducted outside of the traditional 
business office, either at home or in a public community 
space. The proposal by the Kirkland Town Library to create 
community space for gatherings that include business 
functions would fill that need in our community.
 
Three local attractions have opperated for 60 years or 
longer. The Kirkland Art Center needs a roof, and the 
Clinton Pool needs repairs to its concrete floor. Using 
money awarded and raised during Kraft Hockeyville, and 
borrowing by the Town, the Clinton Arena will undergo 
repairs to its 75-year-old roof and floor. Doing so has 
unveiled other structural issues that need addressing, 
including the addition of a girls locker room.
 
The Clinton community does not have the financial 
capability to fund more than one of these projects through 
public and private donations. In looking at previous DRI 
winners, it appears this program addresses the gap small 
communities have in funding large-scale improvements. 
To further illustrate the impact the DRI would have for this 
community, the combined Town of Kirkland and Village of 
Clinton budgets add up to $9.5 million for 2021. 
 
For developers quick to overlook a small community’s 
potential, the DRI funding would provide an attractive 
incentive to build in Clinton. For small business owners 
dreaming about growing their businesses, the DRI funding 
would turn those visions into reality. This $10 million 
investment by New York State would launch a much greater 
investment in this community. For every DRI dollar spent, 
an additional $1 or $2 more will be part of those projects.
 
As the 2021 DRI plan was developed by the community, 
other projects were proposed to go along with the 
first phase. Phase 2 projects awaiting a more suitable 
time for construction, perhaps three to five years away 
from development, would add another $20 million in 
improvements to the community. 
 
The state’s endorsement that Clinton-Kirkland is a 
community worth investing in would be a strong statement 
to attract for-profit businesses that would add to the 
tax base and job growth. In turn, the Town and Village 
could use that additional revenue growth for upgrades to 
infrastructure and expansion of services.
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Key to Transformation

! Business & Public Facilities

Business Improvement Fund & Solar Signs

Storm Sewer Upgrades

Streetscape Enhancement

¾¾½ Multi-Use Trails

¬(Å Park Row Trolley

PROPOSED DRI ZONE

DOWNTOWN
IDENTIFICATION

From north to south the 
proposed DRI zone is .75 miles 
and .3 miles west to east. This 
area was chosen during com-
munity discussions.
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RECREATION 
POTENTIAL.

EXISTING BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES.

ARTS AND CULTURE 
SUPPORT.

DEVELOPABLE LAND.

UNDERUTILIZED SPACE.

ABOUT 75 DOWNTOWN STAKEHOLDERS MET REGULARLY IN 2019 AND AN 
ADDITIONAL 200 COMMUNITY RESIDENTS AND VISITORS  TOOK AN 
ONLINE SURVEY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA. 

THEY OVERWHELMINGLY AGREED THAT TO FURTHER GROW 
THE DOWNTOWN THE PROPOSED AREA HAD TO ADDRESS: 
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0
1

0
2

The historic Clinton Arena and the Clinton Pool, both of which need major upgrades, are 
included. The Kirkland Trails system with its eventual goal to connect to the Erie Canal 
Trailway would create a trail system through the Zone to provide safe and healthy options 
for walking and biking in the Village. This trail development would be a spur trail linking 
to the Canal Trail that under the state’s proposal will go across New York State on the off-
road path. During our discussions this year the idea of a History Comes To Life walking 
path has gained a lot of support for collaboration among several community groups. It 
would compliment the Library’s Poetry Path.

RECREATION POTENTIAL

The Clinton Cider Mill, one of the oldest existing businesses in Oneida County that draws 
5,000 visitors a month, has proposed an expansion project to allow for bus tours to in-
crease its customer and employment base. Streetscape improvements in the downtown 
area will include decorative lighting, benches, bike racks and recycling/trash recepta-
cles. An 1844 building along the historic Chenango Canal has already been renovated for 
business space; additional funding would provide for commercial space. A hybrid elec-
tric-powered 14-passenger trolley would be both a tourist draw and address the need for 
parking for events downtown by shuttling people to/from available spaces farther away. 
As importantly, this will reduce carbon emissions and have a gentler impact on the envi-
ronment.

The DRI plan also includes setting up a Business Grant Fund to allow for physical reno-
vations by the 50-plus businesses in the Zone, which employ approximately 120 people. 
Many buildings in the Zone are 80-100 years old and in need of facade improvements and 
energy saving updates.

EXISTING BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

BOUNDARIES OF THE PROPOSED DRI AREA
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0
3 The Kirkland Art Center, which brings in national musical acts and offers dozens of class-

es in painting, dancing, pottery and fitness for adults and children, hopes to expand its 
offerings with an Artist In Residency program and Sculpture Garden. Their proposal would 
find new use for a former bistro that has been empty for almost two years. The Kirkland 
Town Library, housed in one of the area’s oldest buildings, wants to update its infrastruc-
ture for greater energy efficiency, and add bike racks to promote alternative transporta-
tion. Stone Presbyterian Church has offered to donate its sanctuary space for community 
use.

ARTS AND CULTURE SUPPORT

0
4 As a whole, Clinton has little available land for new growth. A landowner in the Zone 

would build a mixed-use building for retail and residency. A vacant lot downtown would 
be donated to develop as a connector to spur trails in the Village and the site for a kiosk 
providing information on the community and its businesses. Clinton Central School 
District has offered to work with a 125-year-old business for expansion to add to their 
customer base. Improvements to the clubhouse at the Clinton Pool, which is on school 
property, would benefit both entities and allow a secondary use as a concession stand.

DEVELOPABLE LAND

0
5 The Zone includes a vacant building, an unused parking lot, unused space in Lumbard 

Hall, Stone Church, the Alexander Hamilton Institute, the Clinton Fire Department and the 
second and third floors of downtown businesses. While not all of these spaces have plans 
included in Phase 1 of downtown redevelopment, the ones chosen will help push forward 
the others.

UNDERUTILIZED SPACES

CHAD DAVIS ONEIDA COUNTY LEGISLATOR

The vision to keep and sustain a vibrant community is evident with the many wonderful ideas for the core and heart of 

Clinton. For example, the proposed funding to assist the Kirkland Art Center, the Kirkland Town Library, the Clinton Pool 

and the Clinton Arena with certain necessary improvements to sustain their respective futures is, in my humble opinion, 

just a plain-smart approach towards sustaining the community’s great character and its continued local economic vitality. 
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PAST INVESTMENT & 
FUTURE INVESTMENT 
POTENTIAL
Since 2013 approximately $100 million in public and 
private funds has been invested in the Clinton com-
munity. This has brought about job growth (40 jobs 
at Indium Corp.); improvements to the infrastructure 
($12 million in Village and Town improvements in 
water, sewer and roads); educational growth ($65 
million spent in construction by Hamilton College 
and the Clinton Central School District); and en-
hancements to small businesses and non-profit 
organizations ($6 to $10 million).

A study commissioned by the Albany-based Commis-
sion on Independent Colleges and Universities found 
that Hamilton College’s economic impact on the 
Mohawk Valley for 2018-19 totaled $325.5 million. Of 
that, $20.5 million was estimated spent by students 
and visitors in the region.

This year Hamilton College distributed a record 
$157,000 in grants to 14 non-profit and public safety 
organizations in the Village and Town. This brought 
to just over $1 million in awards during the 20 years 
of the program. The College also showed its support 
for the community by hiring a grant writer to work 
with the Village of Clinton, Kirkland Trails and Clinton 
Pool. The Village has already benefited from a grant 
from the Community Foundation of Oneida and Her-
kimer Counties to fund an updated strategic plan.
 
One of the characteristics of the Clinton community 

is the many partnerships that form for the greater good. 
Hamilton College, after participating in the 2019 DRI appli-
cation process, restructured how grants are given to use 
their gift as a match for organizations using other funding 
for projects. With the availability of ready matching funds, 
this increases the likelihood of obtaining private and pub-
lic funds. 

In addition, Hamilton College has donated $3.5 million to 
the Village of Clinton, Town of Kirkland and Clinton Central 
School District to use for operating expenses to keep the 
tax base down while allowing for adequate funding of mu-
nicipal services. When students returned in fall 2020 and 
were unable to leave campus due to the pandemic, through 
C-KIC helped businesses find ways to bring their wares to 
campus. Students also helped local businesses develop 
strong online presences and open their in-store retail to 
online shopping.

The 2018 Kraft USA Hockeyville title won by the Clinton 
community is another example of past funding that relied 
on community partnerships that will translate into future 
investments. Although no vote totals were provided, it 
was learned Clinton received more votes than had any U.S. 
community in any year of voting to determine the national 
winner. The Clinton Arena received approximately $100,000 
in equipment and services from the NHL, while the Town 
of Kirkland was given a grant of $150,000 from Kraft for 
improvements to the Arena.
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In addition, Kraft donated thousands of pounds of food 
to Clinton Youth Hockey, the Clinton Fire Department, The 
Country Pantry and the Hockeyville Events committee for 
their events. This allowed these community organizations 
to raise money for future projects and to raise more money 
towards Arena improvements. Kraft donated food towards 
the Hockeyville Gala, with Hamilton College picking up the 
remaining costs, and $10,000 was raised for the Arena that 
evening. 

The NHL contracted with area businesses for its needs for 
the pre-season game and was so impressed by the gen-
erosity and willingness to help that the NHL would like to 
play in Clinton again. While no direct correlation can be 
given, the three-month period of sales tax revenue that 
included the quarter with the Hockeyville events provided 
the largest sales tax check ever received by the Town of 
Kirkland, going over $500,000 for the first time. Bringing 
the NHL back would provide numerous regional financial 
benefits as would the development of the New York State 
Hockey Museum at the Clinton Arena. Using the Canas-
tota Boxing Hall of Fame and Cooperstown Baseball Hall 
of Fame as models, the new museum would coordinate 
inductions and special events with the NHL. Plans for an 
annual Hockeyville tournament to attract youth teams and 
their families from other communities that have won the 
Hockeyville title have been paused during the pandemic, 
but remain very much a desirable goal.

In reviewing the 2019 application, we identified as a 
point of improvement the need for a stronger plan 
to administer the grant. Working with the Town and 
Village, Hamilton College is willing to shift some of 
the Town-Gown funding to help hire an administrator 
to oversee use of the grant. 

While this is another example of the generosity of 
Hamilton College to the community, as one of the 
three largest employers in the Town of Kirkland - 
along with LutheranCare and Indium Corp - what can 
benefit the community as a whole benefits those 
looking to lure top quality staff and professionals.

Applying for a DRI in 2019 brought other positive 
results. Karen Ostinett, president of the local Kiwanis 
Club, said that while their Kiwanis Park Project didn’t 
make it to the final cut, “the good news, however, 
was that we took the work we did on the DRI proj-
ect to submit to a local Foundation and we received 
the monies we needed to reconstruct a soccer field, 
baseball diamond, new dugouts, storage sheds, park-
ing lot, etc. The DRI application process turned out to 
be a very positive experience for us and I know the 
Clinton Kiwanis will support the entities applying for 
this round.’’
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In a small community, the impact of 10 new jobs has much more significance than 10 jobs in a 
city. Because those payroll dollars tend to be spent in the community, the return on investment 
on such jobs bolsters the economy indirectly as well. 

RECENT OR 
PENDING JOB 
GROWTH

Indium Corp. in 2013 employed 220 
people; in 2018 employment had 
increased to 260. With some adjust-
ments due to the pandemic, that level 
has dropped slightly but is expected 
to return. The company, which has 
invested at least $10 million in ex-
pansion, is exploring an upgrade of 
its sewer capabilities which likely 
can allow for more job growth. The 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
invested to help fund the $2 million 
expansion at Hale Transportation 
Center with a loan. The facility added 
15,000-square feet and 20 jobs to the 
(pre-pandemic) existing staff of 55.

INDIUM CORPORATION

The popularity of the Clinton Farmers Market led three vendors expanding to brick and mortar oper-
ations in Clinton’s downtown. Soul Bowl, The Cremeria and Almost Local all have opened in Clinton in 
the past year. Moreover, all three of these are owned by women under 30 who were looking for an af-
fordable place in a vibrant community to launch their business. This falls in line with the state’s goal to 
increase the presence of women and minority business owners in New York State. These new business-
es also reflect the inclusive atmosphere of the Clinton community. With 132 businesses as dues-paying 
members of the Clinton Chamber of Commerce, 52 percent of them are owned, co-owned or managed 
by women.

SMALL BUSINESS ECOSYSTEM
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From March 2020 through summer 2021, three 
new businesses opened during the pandemic. 
One business closed due to the owner’s retire-
ment, but that storefront was immediately filled. 
Community support - including finding creative 
ways to engage Hamilton College students - pro-
vided the bridge to keep every single business 
open.

Despite the restrictions to prevent spread of 
Covid-19 in 2020, and to a lesser degree this 
year, the Clinton Farmers Market ran successfully 
both years. In 2020 significant modifications fol-
lowing state guidelines allowed for the outdoor activity; the 32 vendors repeatedly praised organizers for the 
safety protocol and that Clinton was by far their most successful sales point each week.

On any weekend day the Clinton Cider Mill is open, the line for purchasing doughnuts, cider and other prod-
ucts, along with watching the 102-year-old press in operation, stretches out the door. By expanding with a 
kitchen and ADA compliant bathrooms, the business can bring in bus tours during the week and add up to 
20 jobs to help with that new demand. In addition, the owners of the Cider Mill purchase all their apples and 
pears in New York State, mainly in Oneida County. They also purchase and sell maple syrup, coffee, produce, 
local pottery, honey, mushrooms, pierogis, savory pot pies, Croghan bologna and cheese, all New York State 
products. The producers of these products would also benefit if the 
Cider Mill can attract more customers. With a modest estimate of two 
bus tours a week, the Mill would see financial input from 100 more 
customers.

While the pandemic’s effect on the present job market has been 
minimal, in putting this application together we have seen the im-
pact on future job growth. Two of the biggest projects from the 2019 
application that would have provided a combined 62 jobs declined 
to participate in this year’s application. Developers of the Holiday 
Inn Express and East Park Row multi-use building said construction 
cost increases have rendered their projects not cost effective this 
year.

Both developers, however, will continue to work with the community 
to find funding in the next two to five years.

NEW GROWTH
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While not large in geographic area, the Clinton Downtown 
checks all the boxes as a mixed-use downtown. Rotating 
360 degrees from any spot on the Village Green, one can 
see locally run stores and restaurants, service businesses, 
banks, arts and culture offerings, recreational possibilities 
and residences from Victorian historic homes to efficiency 
apartments. All of that contributes to one of our ‘good’ 
problems to have, lack of parking. The proposed project 
to address that would solve both present and future 
needs.

A Historic Burying Ground lies within the Zone, down 
the street from the historic Clinton Arena. Both sites 
bring in visitors to the community interested in history, 
as do several attractions outside of the Zone: Hamilton 
College’s campus, the homes where Grover Cleveland, 
Elihu Root and Clara Barton lived, and the many 
Victorian-style homes beautifully decorated at Christmas. 
Another historic note is that Clinton is the birthplace 
of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Company; its original 
headquarters is marked with a historic plaque on Park 
Row.

During the discussions and surveys conducted for the 
DRI application, people mentioned again and again the 
availability of so many resources combined with the 
friendliness found in a small town as reasons they love 
living in Clinton. The many community celebrations and 
cultural opportunities in an affordable community lured 
many people to choose Clinton as their home when 
locating to this area. 

In exit interviews of their seniors, Hamilton College has 
learned the top priority for graduates is to find a job with 
a salary that can cover living expenses and student loans. 
Their close second priority is to find a community with 
robust social options.

However, in surveys done when those students return 
for alumni events, their priorities have shifted to finding 

communities with good schools, a variety of and 
ample supply of housing and access to arts and 
cultural events. A number of Hamilton College alumni 
have returned to the area to raise their families; with 
a choice of settling elsewhere, they have chosen 
Clinton because of its strong school system, safe 
environment, and attractive social and cultural 
offerings. For many of the residents, Clinton is a 
choice. The ability to add more places to live and 
enhance several of the community’s strong assets will 
lead to others making the same choice.

A survey taken of Clinton High School students 
showed they take pride in their community, especially 
the high school’s designation as a Blue RiBbon 
School. 

Clinton remains a small town where people greet each 
other with a hello and stop to talk while out walking. 
It is a safe place for teenagers to walk to the library 
or the Arena after school; during school most of the 
high school students take advantage of the district’s 
support of local businesses that allows students to 
leave campus during lunch. 

Like people everywhere who like a good cup of 
coffee or ice cream, the downtown area offers those 
opportunities for people willing to take a short 5 to 
10-minute walk. A natural food store also serves the 
Clinton population, as well as people from up to 30 
miles away. The selection of restaurants and pubs 
keeps the downtown area busy well into the evenings.

With a donation of furniture from Hamilton College, 
the Village set up an outside dining area last year 
that allowed people to dine outside safely during 
the pandemic. It proved so popular the seating area 
was set up again this year, which benefited local 
restaurants.

ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT
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In its 234th year, Clinton has managed to keep a small-town quaintness while adapting to the 
21st Century. A Historic Preservation Committee of volunteers works with the Village of Clinton 
government to assist property owners within the Historic District on facade improvements 
and other exterior changes to be sure they fit the overall look of downtown. The addition of 
decorative street lamps in the style that once graced the streets will add to the charm of the 
village, while practical elements such as bike racks and recycling containers will be designed to 
fit the historic heritage.

Clinton’s Village Green sits in the middle of the downtown area and the designated Zone. Much 
of the Village’s community gatherings take place there, including the weekly Farmers Market, 
the Clinton Rocks auction, the Arts and Music Festival, the Kirkland Town Library’s annual book 
sale and the Memorial Day tributes to Clintonians who died serving our country. Informally, the 
Green and its gazebo become a popular gathering place for Clinton students during their lunch 
hour and for families to bring children to throw coins in the fountain. Tuesday Night Summer 
Concerts on the Village Green have been a regular event for almost two decades. After 2020 
absence due to COVID, concerts were met with high attendance in August 2021.

Much of the feedback and input we received centers on the 
area used by many for walking, running, and biking, either 
as recreational use or to travel from one place to another. 
Requests to extend those opportunities through sidewalks 
came from many people.

Several organizations have partnered with a new idea included 
this year to motivate people even more to get out on foot. A 
Historic Trail would allow people to follow some of the historic 
sites in the Village and Town. This would pair with a Sculpture 
Trail proposed by the Kirkland Art Center to showcase the work 
of local artists in a public setting, similar to how the Kirkland 
Town Library fosters reading and exercise with its Poetry Path. 

During the NYS EDC Sponsored Aug. 23 webinar about the DRI, Sarah Crowell,  Director of Office of Planning, 
Development and Community Infrastructure, discussed the importance of reducing the use of vehicles that have a 
high negative impact on the environment. She mentioned projects that would flip that switch so people could leave 
their cars parked and use non-carbon emitting transportation. Development of a Historic Trail with works of Art 
would do that for our community.
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QUALITY OF LIFE 
POLICIES
Having an elite small Ivy liberal arts college in the Town attracts students, faculty and administrators 
who have high expectations for the community where they are considering to live. Hamilton College 
remains among one of the nation’s most highly regarded colleges, testifying that the community 
meets those standards with a strong school system, quality art and culture offerings and a variety of 
places to spend social time.

Hamilton College encourages its students to become involved in the community. The college students 
visit Clinton Middle School once a month for Hamilton Happenings, an evening of fun and games, 
and  members of the college’s men’s and women’s ice hockey teams pair with Clinton Youth Hockey 
skaters each season. Clinton’s A Better Chance program, which enrolls up to eight young men of color 
each year to live on the campus and attend Clinton High School, is supported and embraced by the 
community.

During the remainder of the 2019-20 school year and the full 2020-21 year, Hamilton College and 
Clinton Central School District collaborated to have these relationships and support systems continue 
remotely. Several Hamilton students stepped in as one-on-one tutors to assist students learning 
remotely as well.

Clinton boasts a multi-generational community, with many children growing up within minutes of 
where their grandparents live. Members of the Kirkland Seniors annually are guests of the school for 
lunch and the final dress rehearsal for the school musical. 
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DAVID WIPPMAN PRESIDENT, HAMILTON COLLEGE

Hamilton’s success in attracting dome of the finest students and employees to this region is tied 
directly to our ability to offer quality programs and an attractive and safe quality of life, both on 
campus and off. For more than 200 years, the Village, the Town and the College have partnered to 
protect the characteristics that make Clinton, Kirkland, and Hamilton such desirable places to live, 
work, and learn. We know, however, that we cannot take for granted the features that draw people 
to our community and our College, so I’m grateful for the leadership you are providing to ensure our 
future economic health, vitality, and over quality of life. 

What m
akes Clin

ton special? 

Clinton provides a great example of how a small community gets things done because of the willingness 
people have to connect with other groups and organizations to form a larger network. For example, the 
Clinton Ministerium brings the community’s church congregations together to work for a common cause, 
such as Rise Against Hunger and supporting the local food pantry. Last year, despite the pandemic, a 
record 40,000 pounds of food was packaged for the Rise Against Hunger program.

The Village of Clinton, Town of Kirkland and Clinton Central School District have adopted the required 
policies to ensure no member of the community - either resident or visitor - faces discrimination. 
Support for differing viewpoints and backgrounds is also embedded into the fabric of the community’s 
character.

Small communities have to be creative in using their limited resources. The assets in Clinton-Kirkland 
have long relied on each other for support and partnerships. We already practice the collaborative 
approach a DRI grant aims to facilitate.
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PUBLIC SUPPORT
After the initial disappointment eased of not winning 
the 2019 DRI, the Clinton-Kirkland community set out 
in early 2020 to prepare a second attempt. While the 
pandemic pushed those plans forward to 2021, our 
gatherings of public support commenced in March 
2020 and continued through the days leading up to 
the application deadline.

The DRI Local Planning Committee moved in-person 
meetings to weekly remote calls every Friday at 2 
p.m. Our agenda contained two main priorities: facili-
tate ways to keep businesses functioning through the 
pandemic, and continue to gather data for the next 
DRI submission.

Through the Clinton Chamber of Commerce, we con-
ducted an initial survey in spring 2020 of the imme-
diate needs for local businesses. As buildings had to 
close due to COVID safety regulations, people wanted 
to transition to online commerce, but many did not 
have the means to do so. Through the DRI LPC - soon 

to be renamed the Clinton-Kirkland Improvement Commit-
tee - businesses partnered with Hamilton College students 
to develop an online presence that allowed for retail sales.

An outdoor area, with the generous donation from Hamil-
ton College of tables and chairs, created an outdoor dining 
space for customers to use after getting takeout from 
restaurants. The Village and Chamber of Commerce pur-
chased hand sanitizing stations for use there and at other 
events such as the Farmers Market.

Our 2019 application showed administrative capability as 
an area we needed to address. Our first step was to for-
mally identify what had been the Kraft Hockeyville Local 
Organizing Committee (and then the DRI Local Planning 
Committee) as a more long-term organization focused on 
growth and development of the Clinton-Kirkland communi-
ty. Along with adopting Clinton-Kirkland Improvement Com-
mittee, as the name for the new organization, we reached 
out to other economic development groups in nearby small 
communities.

Caroline Williams of the Remsen Development Corp. 
met with C-KIC for a virtual meeting of almost two 
hours. We also corresponded with Partnership for 
Community Development in Hamilton. We used their 
bylaws as a template for developing ours.

Mindful of the challenges faced by the community’s 
non-profit groups, we reached out to offer assis-
tance. Some, such as the Kirkland Art Center and 
Clinton Historical Society, had to cease programming 
and close their doors. Others, such as the Kirkland 
Town Library and Clinton Arena, adapted new ways 
to offer programming while adhering to COVID safety 
guidelines.
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The Kirkland Trails, which had obtained a grant in late 
2019 to finalize the 2-mile portion between Deansboro and 
Dugway Road, promoted the newly opened multi-use path 
as a safe place for people to exercise. A collection of fairy 
houses enhanced the adventure for young and old walkers.

During the challenges of keeping business and organiza-
tions running in some fashion starting in spring 2020, the 
community also responded with record donations to The 
Country Pantry, the food bank that serves residents in the 
Clinton Central School District. Through the December 
holidays of 2020, The Country Pantry provided up to 1,000 
households a month with groceries, even when supplies 
became limited and at times impossible to purchase.

Three businesses that opened in downtown Clinton after 
the pandemic started remain open and busy. The Com-
pound, Rainbow air plants and Utica Bread have quickly 

become part of the business fabric that serves Clinton, 
Kirkland and beyond.

In December we began surveying organizations and 
businesses included in the 2019 project. We asked for 
updates through 2020 and projections on what could be 
included in a 2021 DRI application. Each participant was 
assigned a liaison from C-KIC and invited to attend the 
Friday virtual calls.

A survey was sent to members of the Clinton Chamber of 
Commerce to solicit new ideas. For two weeks this sum-
mer C-KIC collected community information at the Clin-
ton Farmers Market. In August we conducted a meeting 
with attendance either in-person or remote to explain 
about the 2021 DRI application and timeline. About 30 
people attended and shared ideas over two hours.

Highlights
•	 Community spirit and pride register as high 

assets

•	 The area’s history and safe living environment 
attract people to move here

•	 Vibrant and diverse downtown for size of com-
munity

•	 Locally owned businesses/no chain stores

•	 Belief in education, life-long learning

•	 Way organizations and people all seem to get 
along and be inclusive

•	 Variety of free outdoor community events

•	 How people volunteer: Climate Task Force, 
Country Pantry, DRI, etc

•	 Great diversity for a community this size

•	 Preservation of historic buildings important

•	 Lots to do for families, even on a budget

Challenges
•	 Lack of new job development to retain 

young people.

•	 While the community provides many walking 
opportunities, people said they want side-
walks extended to connect more locations

•	 Lack of smaller housing options (townhous-
es, apartments) for older people who want 
to sell larger homes but stay in the area

•	 Dollar General plaza/parking area. Private 
owner resists development

•	 Parking limited for events downtown

Some of the feedback gathered during our community outreach:
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TRANSFORMATIVE 
OPPORTUNITIES
When putting together our application in 2019 we asked businesses, developers and non-profit groups 
for their wish lists of items that would enhance not just their organization but the community and 
region.

In compiling our 2021 application we first reached out to those on the Phase 1 list two years ago. We 
asked three questions: Is your project(s) still viable? Given the extreme rise in construction labor and 
supplies, can it be done, or modified, to remain at the 2019 funding request? Will this project provide 
ways to contribute to a Smart Climate Community?

Our 2021 project list submitted shows that the answer by most of our applicants was yes to all three 
questions. Modifications have come due to organizations and businesses moving forward with their 
own funding streams, despite the risk brought by the pandemic’s effect on the economy. We believe 
that speaks to the strong belief that the Clinton-Kirkland community will continue to move forward no 
matter the obstacles. 

The originators of three of our most transformative projects from 2019 have asked to be considered 
in a Phase 2 step of development. A plan to renovate an underused building for shops and high-end 
apartments will wait until construction costs return to truer market value. Proposed townhouse apart-
ments saw too high of a jump in cost to justify having them included this year.

Developers of a 70-room hotel have halted progress on the one in our area along with two others. 
They have assured us that the occupancy rates shown in 2019 remain high and make this an attractive 
project. In the two years since that proposal became public, there has been interest shown by another 
higher end hotel chain with a more upscale project.

Our 2021 transformative projects meet the criteria of:
1. Fuel new job creation and adaptive reuse of underutilized building stock
2. Continue to create a sustainable, walkable, diverse community that meets the needs of current and 
future residents
3. Retain historic charm while modernizing for the future
4. Promote the community’s reputation for excellent quality of life, educational offerings and opportu-
nities for artistic expression
5. Build on existing community partnerships to enhance quality of life assets that are accessible to all 
populations 
 
Should our joint application from the Village of Clinton and Town of Kirkland be chosen this year, the 
dollar-for-dollar leverage will far exceed the almost $15 million investment in Phase 1. Enhancing our 
regional offerings of the Kirkland Art Center, Kirkland Trails and Clinton Pool, along with allowing two 
historic family businesses to position themselves far into this century, would springboard that Phase 2 
development in the next few years. Total project costs are based on summer 2021 estimates.
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $4.5 M

DRI REQUEST: $874,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

CLINTON/KIRKLAND/
HAMILTON COLLEGE 
SEWER SERVICE

01 02

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $4.19 M

DRI REQUEST: $2.14 M

TAX REVENUE: N/A

CLINTON ARENA

Proposal: Addresses the need for improvements to the 

system to handle both existing infrastructure and new de-

velopment as proposed by this DRI application. This pro-

posal will be funded at the request of $874,000. 

Parts of the system are over 100 years old and require in-

creased lines to handle capacity. Without this project, any 

new development proposed cannot be taken on in the ex-

isting lines. This project also reflects the cooperation and 

partnerships found in the community, with the three en-

tities working together for the benefit of the entire com-

munity.

Benefits: Provides a stronger infrastructure that will great-

ly reduce the need for maintenance budgeting each year. 

This will allow the Town and Village to improve other ser-

vices under the annual tax cap formula, and Hamilton Col-

lege can move forward with additions to its campus. This 

would also benefit businesses outside of the Designat-

ed Zone, such as Indium Corp. Fewer leaks in the system 

will provide protection of the environment and eliminate 

costly waste of water.

Timeline: 12 - 24 months

Proposal: Repair the roof, open the inner ceiling to expose the 
rafters (as done in the past),  and add a girls locker room, com-
munity use room and a New York State Hockey Museum. Repair 
the ice floor base and remove unsafe concrete foundation. Re-
place lighting, windows and doors for energy efficiency in the 
building.

This work is all necessary to keep this historic building main-
tained and in compliance with 21st Century requirements and 
use. In late winter 2020, before high school sports came to an 
end for that year, the Clinton Warriors girls ice hockey team won 
the state championship in their fourth year of play. As of today 
these state champions have to change in the bathrooms or be-
fore coming to the Arena as they have no locker room.
 
The Museum would be an additional draw for tourists who come 
to the Arena because of the Hockeyville title. Before Covid re-
strictions closed the building to visitors, it was a daily occurrence 
for people from outside the Mohawk Valley to stop at the Arena 
to visit the only Hockeyville in the Northeast. The addition of a 
Museum dedicated to New York State’s rich hockey history would 
enhance the visitor experience and fall under the goals of in-
creasing tourism in New York State. Working with the building’s 
owner, the Town of Kirkland, the Local Hockeyville Committee 
has started raising the remaining funds for work required. 

Benefits: This will significantly increase the reason for tourists to 
visit the Clinton Arena and the Mohawk Valley. When the Stan-
ley Cup came during the Hockeyville Winning Weekend cele-
bration, about 5,000 people viewed this iconic trophy. Many of 
those people drove two to four hours for the experience. New 
York State does not have a museum dedicated to hockey and giv-
en the popularity of others, we believe this will be a successful 
tourism endeavor. Once restrictions on travel are lifted for good, 
discussions will continue on having a Hockeyville tournament at 
the Arena with other Hockeyville communities from the United 
States and Canada. The NHL is interested in participating. This 
would attract dozens of people from outside the area to stay for 
a long weekend, enhancing tourist dollars spent in the region.

Timeline: 24 months
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $3 M

DRI REQUEST: $2 M

TAX REVENUE: WOULD IN-
CREASE AS THE VALUE OF THE 
BUILDING INCREASES. SALES 
TAX REVENUE WOULD ALSO IN-
CREASE, AS WELL AS PAYROLL.

ALTERI’S 
RESTAURANT

Proposal: Alteri’s has been an institution in 
the Village of Clinton since Valentine’s Day 
1953. Alteri’s is a gathering place before, 
during and after important hockey games 
and for significant celebrations of friends 
and families. The proposal addresses ways to 
better serve those groups along with adding 
to its customer base. Expansion and renova-
tions would increase both the customer use 
space and space for adding to the product 
line. Up to 15 permanent jobs and an addi-
tional 10 or more as-needed jobs would be 
added for the new product line and ability to 
increase on-site and off-site catering.

Work would also allow for energy efficient en-
hancements with windows, doors and light-
ing as well as a better use of overall space. 

Benefits: In the last year, they have sold more 
than 2,500 frozen pizzas to family, friends, 
and acquaintances in 38 states and have 
found a way to serve a little slice of Clinton to 
anyone in the country feeling nostalgic, feel-
ing homesick, or simply feeling hungry for an 
old-fashioned recipe.

Timeline: 24 months

03 04

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $1.1 M

DRI REQUEST: $500,000

TAX REVENUE: WITH VISITORS COM-
ING TO USE THE TRAIL SYSTEM SALES 
TAX REVENUE WOULD INCREASE. 
PAIRING THE TRAILS WITH THE BIKE 
SHARING PROJECT WOULD BENEFIT 
A LOCAL BIKE SHOP IN RENTALS OF                     
ACCESSORIES FOR RIDING.	

KIRKLAND TRAILS

Proposal: Link with the southern Chenango Canal Trail 

System and the northern Erie Canal Trail with trails, 

spurs and a pedestrian bridge through town and village

In the community meetings, surveys and the walkabout, 

the lack of safe passage through the Town and Village 

on foot or bicycle was noted. These trails address that 

need, and act as an economic spark to bring people to 

the area. 

Benefits: As has been seen with the successful commu-

nities along the Erie Canal Trail system’s waterways and 

trail, a recreational outlet brings people into a com-

munity who in turn spend money in a variety of ways. 

While the property taxes will not see a direct benefit, 

those who own properties along this project will see an 

increase in market-value of their homes through the ad-

dition of walkways and sidewalks.

Timeline: 12 months for trails, 24 months for pedestrian 

bridge
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $150,000

DRI REQUEST: $100,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

SOLAR SIGNS
Proposal: This  would greatly increase the 

awareness that Clinton-Kirkland is taking 

steps to become a Climate Smart Community. 

Signs would be placed at municipal borders 

and in individual businesses and organiza-

tions showing that the entity is following cli-

mate smart steps to reduce its impact. This 

would be a draw to businesses and new resi-

dents who support these goals.

Benefits: The benefit would not be seen in 

dollars raised but in dollars saved through 

more efficient structures and habits. Be-

ing bold about such support could draw in 

like-minded businesses and new residents to 

the Town and Village.

Timeline: 24 months

05 06

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $200,000

DRI REQUEST: $100,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

SIDEWALKS/BIKE 
LANES/EV CHARGING 

STATIONS
Proposal: Addresses the need for safer methods 

for non-vehicle travel in the community. Side-

walks would be extended into the town and bike 

lanes would create less risky routes throughout 

the Village.

During the last two years of discussions with 

community residents about improving the com-

munity, more sidewalks and a safer way to ride 

a bike came up repeatedly. People want to do 

recreational activities without leaving home; fea-

tures such as these are proven to enhance a com-

munity’s worth to potential new residents and 

businesses.

Benefits: The attractiveness of such features 

to outsiders looking to relocate their home or 

business would allow for higher housing prices 

amidst a more competitive market. Anything that 

brings in visitors will add to the sales tax revenue.

Timeline: Less than 12 months
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $1.55 M

DRI REQUEST: $1.4 M

TAX REVENUE: N/A. THIS PROJECT WOULD 
ADD TO THE SALES TAX AND EMPLOYMENT 
OF THE AREA.

CLINTON POOL
Proposal: Renovate pool and clubhouse for longer seasonal 

use, make both ADA compliant and open facility to use by 

Clinton Central School sports teams. Purchase a solar cov-

ering to extend season for pool use by up to three months

These renovations would greatly enhance the use of this fa-

cility. It would also open it for use by people unable to access 

both the clubhouse and pool due to physical limitations. This 

also serves as an example of community partnerships by 

having the Clubhouse available for bathroom facilities and a 

concession stand for those attending games at the adjacent 

Clinton Central School sports fields. The pool is rented by 

neighboring communities each summer for swim lessons for 

their children in Summer Rec programs. In 2019 the pool had 

7,200 visitors. Revenue generated from additional use will go 

towards a Phase 2 project to add a splash pad.

Benefits: Clinton is one of the few communities in Oneida 

County with a public outdoor pool. The benefits of children 

knowing how to swim and having this recreational element 

to their summer greatly enhances a child’s well-being and 

safety in the water.

Timeline: 18 - 24 months 

07 08

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $432,195

DRI REQUEST: $432,195

TAX REVENUE: N/A

PARKING EXPANSION
Proposal:  Addresses the need for more park-

ing on a daily basis and for special events. 

Takes advantage of underused land unfit for 

other development to address this problem. 

Would also provide an option for tradition-

al parking to those uncomfortable with the 

diagonal parking along West Park Row. This 

project would be done in two phases and 

includes funding to enhance the look of the 

parking areas to fit into the downtown char-

acter.

Benefits: This makes use of underused prop-

erty in the village. Potential customers will 

not be deterred by limited parking options 

and would be able to shop and add to the 

sales tax revenue.

Timeline: 8 - 12 months
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $500,000

DRI REQUEST: $385,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

KIRKLAND TOWN 
LIBRARY

Proposal: Even during the pandemic the KTL 

continued to offer programs virtually and 

has begun more in-person events outside 

and inside as regulations allow. Usage actu-

ally increased in 2020 and into 2021 as peo-

ple looked for safe activities close to home.

The expansion of the building would ad-

dress the limited capacity for some of the 

more popular programming, as well as allow 

for more social distance spacing as needed/

desired.

A new upcoming events sign would fit more 

into the downtown area’s historic look on 

the Village Green and enhance readability 

for passers-by.

Benefits:  More programming would en-

hance the overall appeal of the community 

for non-residents to visit.

Timeline: 18 months

09 10

KIOSK PARK

Proposal:  To better encourage use of new 

bike lanes and trails, as well as provide a 

healthy activity to all community residents 

and visitors, a bike sharing program would be 

set up on donated property on College Street. 

In addition, an informational kiosk would al-

low visitors to see a map and instructions on 

community businesses and features acces-

sible by foot or bike. This area would serve 

as a trailhead with parking for vehicles, and 

include an Electric Vehicle charging station. 

Initial funding request would cover first year 

of maintenance; revenue generated from bike 

use would be used for future years. A local 

bike shop would be set up for rental of hel-

mets, water bottles and other accessories.

Benefits: Would make use of a vacant proper-

ty too small for development. Studies in oth-

er communities show a bike sharing program 

brings in visitors and increases the length of 

their stay in that community. 

Timeline: 2 months

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $200,000

DRI REQUEST: $100,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $775,000

DRI REQUEST: $400,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

KIRKLAND ART 
CENTER

Proposal: Add a full kitchen and exterior improve-
ments, replace aging roof and repair steeple, exterior 
work to look more in line with historic downtown

This addresses needed work on the building and a 
way to bring in more revenue for this non-profit. Once 
these projects are in place and bringing in revenue, 
the KAC Board of Directors has established a second 
Phase to renovate the barn for two apartments to cre-
ate an Artist in Residency program. The KAC sees 5,500 
people participate in its classes and events each year; 
this addition will add to that audience.

Property taxes: If the culinary school is set up in the 
former Across the Row Bistro, this project would fill a 
storefront that has been vacant for almost two years. 
More classes would bring in numerous people to the 
community 

Benefits beyond Clinton: The Kirkland Art Center 
draws in artists and audience from throughout the 
Mohawk Valley. With the Munson-Williams-Proctor Art 
Institute and Pratt College of Art and Design 20 min-
utes away, the KAC works as another element to grow 
the local artist community.

Timeline: 12 months

11 12

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $381,500

DRI REQUEST: $190,750

TAX REVENUE: $23,350

CLINTON CIDER MILL	
Proposal: Expand facility to include ADA 

bathroom and entrance, full kitchen, exterior 

work and additional parking

The Clinton Cider Mill is one of the commu-

nity’s longest running businesses and a main 

tourist attraction. With these renovations, 

the Mill can invite bus tours and increase its 

business and sales of New York apples, pears 

and other locally and state-produced foods. 

With this expansion, 10 to 15 jobs will be cre-

ated. This would allow the Clinton Cider Mill 

to become a tourist attraction on scale with 

Fly Creek Cider Mill in Cooperstown. 

Benefits beyond Clinton: Bringing in more 

tourists falls in line with the state’s goal of 

creating and enhancing its tourist destina-

tions. New York’s apple suppliers would have 

an additional market for their goods, as will 

the numerous local producers who sell their 

products at the Mill. Oneida County will ben-

efit from additional sales tax revenue. 

Timeline: 6 months
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TOTAL PROJECT COST: $217,600

DRI REQUEST: $108,800

TAX REVENUE: N/A

CANAL PLACE, 43 
COLLEGE STREET

Proposal: Renovating this former warehouse 

built in 1844 for usable space in the 21st Cen-

tury as a multi-use building for office space, a 

cafe and living quarters for visitors.

Building has been renovated and made 

ready-use by private investment of owner

This would address the trend grown out of 

the pandemic for options other than large 

office spaces; area could serve as a smaller 

regional office for a large company or a more 

efficient one for a small business.

Property taxes: Enhancements to the build-

ing will raise its value on the tax rolls. Would 

ensure that a building in its third century can 

continue as a vital resource to the commu-

nity.

Timeline: 8 months

13 14

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $700,000

DRI REQUEST: $500,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

HOCKEYVILLE 
TROLLEY

Proposal: Purchase a 14-passenger hy-

brid-powered, handicapped accessible trol-

ley for use during special events. Research 

shows that a combination electric and natu-

ral gas powered vehicle would be both cost 

effective and energy efficient.

Parking during special events was identified 

as a problem to be addressed. Given that 

there are parking lots available outside of 

the downtown walkable area, the trolley was 

proposed to shuttle people from the avail-

able lots. The cost reflects a new vehicle with 

the option of a lift for wheelchairs. Hamilton 

College, the Kirkland Art Center, Clinton His-

torical Society, Kirkland Town Library, Clinton 

Central School District, Clinton Chamber of 

Commerce and Kirkland Seniors would have 

use of the trolley as needed for their events. 

A trolley would also reduce the carbon impact 

on the community and enhance the experi-

ence of tourists visiting Clinton-Kirkland.

Timeline: 18 months



TOTAL PROJECT COST: $650,000

DRI REQUEST: $400,000

TAX REVENUE: N/A

HISTORIC WALKING 
TOUR/SCULPTURE TRAIL

Proposal: To link the community’s numerous histor-
ical points with an integrated self-guided Walking 
Tour. Along the way sculptures would provide an ar-
tistic experience with the Historic Walk or on its own.
The Walk would be broken into subjects and distance, 
allowing people to choose their path.

Streetscape enhancements would provide decorative 
period lighting along Park Row and other touches 
based on the historic significance of the area.
 

Benefits beyond Clinton: Would bring in visitors to 
the community who would spend dollars at local 
shops and events. Can provide community service/
internship hours for high school and college students 
during guided tour events

Timeline: 6 months

15 16

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $750,000

DRI REQUEST: $600,000

TAX REVENUE: TBD

BUSINESS FUND
Proposal: To assist businesses through the 

economic impact of the pandemic by provid-

ing a grant program for expansion of store-

fronts and/or employees, with particular fo-

cus on climate smart changes.

Through a committee process, business own-

ers would apply for up to a maximum (to be 

established) for a grant to aid in expanding 

their businesses and improving their store-

fronts. Without such a fund business owners 

will have to eliminate such changes or wait 

years to recover from the revenue lost during 

the pandemic.

Timeline: 6 months
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Business Improvement Fund & Solar Signs

Storm Sewer Upgrades
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¾¾½ Multi-Use Trails

¬(Å Park Row Trolley

PROJECT MAP
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Project Total Cost DRI Request

1. Clinton Sewer Service Area $4,500,000 $874,000

2. Clinton Arena $4,184,000 $2,133,105

3. Alteri’s Restaurant $3,000,000 $2,000,000

4. Kirkland Trails $1,088,000 $500,000

5. Solar Signs $150,000 $100,000

6. Trails and Sidewalks $200,000 $100,000

7. Clinton Pool $1,550,000 $1,400,000

8. Parking $432,195 $432,195

9. Kirkland Town Library $500,000 $385,000

10. Kiosk Park/Bike Share $200,000 $100,000

11. Kirkland Art Center $775,000 $400,000

12. Clinton Cider Mill $381,500 $190,750

13. Canal Place $217,600 $108,800

14. Trolley $700,000 $500,000

15. Streetscapes $650,000 $400,000

16. Business Fund $750,000 $600,000

$14,778,295 $10,223,850

DRI FUNDING REQUESTED

PROJECT MAP
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
CAPACITY
In reviewing our 2019 application to prepare for this year, we realized that a weak point was our 
administrative capacity. While other communities that apply and have won a DRI grant have the 
resources for either a Planning Department or outside third-party sourcing to administer the 
grant, the Village of Clinton and Town of Kirkland have had to create capability.

Addressing that gap led to a revised funding method for Hamilton College’s Town-Gown support 
of the community. Working with the college, the Village and Town will hire someone whose sole 
role is to be the DRI development director through the life of the grant’s projects. The Cliton 
-Kirkland Improvement Committee will serve as the liaison with the director and municpalities.

A committee will be established to work with the director. In addition to the municipal rep-
resentatives, members of the Clinton Chamber of Commerce, Clinton Arena, Clinton Historic 
Preservation Committee and downtown business owners will continue to serve on an advisory 
committee with members of the Clinton-Kirkland Improvement Committee. The municipalities 
will request that Mohawk Valley EDGE continue to be involved as consultants. 

While made up entirely of 
volunteers most of whom are 
residents, the LPC - under the 
name of the Clinton-Kirkland 
Improvement Committee - 
reflects a range of community 
organizations and interests. 
That comes from their pro-
fessional contributions to the 
community and as community 
residents. They worked closely 
with the Mayor, Town Super-
visor and members of their 
respective boards in garnering 
community and municipal 
input.



LOCAL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

David Burns: President, The Burns Agency

Garry Colarusso: Town of Kirkland Councilman

Chad Davis: Oneida County Legislator

Elizabeth Tantillo: Village of Clinton Mayor

Corrine Gates: Owner, Krizia Martin, downtown business

Dr. Stephen Grimm: Superintendent, Clinton Central School District

Gillian King: Chief of Staff and Secretary to the Board of Trustees, Hamilton College

George Kuckel: Retired Sales and Marketing Executive

John Lauchert: Chief Financial Officer, Horizon

Patty Louise: Publisher, The Waterville Times

Patti Maxam: Assistant to the Town Supervisor, Town of Kirkland

Jennifer Waters: Vice President, Business Development and Communications,      

Mohawk Valley EDGE

Jackie Walters: Executive Director, Clinton Chamber of Commerce

Donna Yando: Town of Kirkland councilwoman

Steve Bellona: Former Mayor of Clinton

Mike Debraggio: Hamilton College

Tony Arcuri: Town of Kirkland Financial Officer

Karen Ostinett: Clinton Chamber President

John Fehlner: Clinton Cider Mill



38 CLINTON2021 DRI 



39CLINTON 2021 DRI

2021DRI COMMUNITY
believe Clinton is exactly the type of commu-
nity the state had in mind when creating this 
economic development support.

The impact of the pandemic greatly limits com-
munity organizations from undertaking large 
campaigns for improvements. Without this 
assistance, most of these will not happen in 
the next decade. The state’s belief that this is a 
community with the ability to contribute more 
would be an investment in Oneida County, the 
Mohawk Valley and the State of New York with 
far-reaching benefits.

In September 1953 the original Clinton Arena 
burned in a fire that destroyed the rink, but 
not the community’s spirit. Four months to the 
day later, the doors opened on a new Clinton 
Arena after the community came together and 
raised money to replace their community trea-
sure. That spirit of working hard to make the 
community better remains today.

We have observed in the 40 communities cho-
sen in the first four years of the DRI that the 
state’s trust in those communities has spurred 
others to bring their ideas for growth. Clinton, 
New York, is prepared to follow that high stan-
dard of success by representing the Mohawk 
Valley as a 2021 DRI community. 

Clinton’s proximity to Utica, several colleges 
and affordable living make it a desirable place 
to live. The average time a house remains for 
sale is 30 days. Its Blue Ribbon school system, 
choices for recreation and array of restaurants 
and cultural activities draw in a number of 
people who want to call Clinton their home to 
raise their families.

When residents were asked to look at the Clin-
ton community with a critical eye to see what 
can be done to become even better, people 
responded positively. These carefully culled 
potential DRI projects reflect the community’s 
idea of what can propel Clinton to be a stron-
ger community that benefits its residents, busi-
nesses and visitors for decades to come. 

In particular, these projects add to the com-
munity’s accessibility through additional 
ADA-compliant facilities, through the safety 
and health benefits created by trails for peo-
ple to walk and ride their bikes, giving girls at 
the Arena a locker room and solving the issues 
of lack of parking and living quarters through 
expansion and a trolley. Funding through this 
DRI would remove barriers for everyone to live, 
work and visit this community. 

As a small community whose business strength 
is locally owned and operated, and mindful of 
keeping property taxes within reason for all 
residents, Clinton simply does not have the 
funds to start this sort of transformation. After 
learning more about the DRI and its goals, we 
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POTENTIAL PROJECTS WERE ASKED TO SUBMIT DRI REQUEST PROPOSALS. THE 

COMMITTEE THEN NARROWED THE SUBMISSIONS TO 16 FINAL PROJECTS AND 

IDENTIFIED APPROPRIATE LEVELS OF DRI FUNDING WITH PROJECT APPLICANTS. THE 

16 BUSINESS/PUBLIC FACILITIES PROJECTS THAT WERE CHOSEN ARE CONTAINED 

HEREIN. 

1 22002211  CClliinnttoonn  DDRRII  RReeqquueesstt  ffoorr  PPrroojjeecctt  CCoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  

Project Name: Clinton/Kirkland/Hamilton College Sewer Service

Submitted by: Clinton Sewer Service Area  (CSSA)

Name of Person Filling Out Application: Thomas Firsching

Company/Organization Representing:   CSSA

Address:  Lumbard Hall, Clinton NY  13323 

Contact information:  Thomas Firsching - tpfirsching@gmail.com

Overview

The CSSA is a group consisting of the Village of Clinton, Town of Kirkland and the 
Hamilton College Sewer District. The three entities have an agreement for the operation 
and maintenance of the Clinton Waste Water Treatment Plant as well as the main 
interceptor lines feeding the plant. The plant along with the collection system are 
components of critical infrastructure serving the entire community. This critical 
infrastructure is in constant need of repair and maintenance to ensure reliable service 
for its user base.

The DRI zone contains a number of areas of concern in the Collection Systems for both 
Waste Water and Storm Sewer service.  Parts of the system are over 100 years old and 
newest area is pushing 50.  As it is with many systems as they age the issue of 
Infiltration/Inflow (I/I) into the lines is a major problem. Most of this is from infiltration of 
groundwater into the aging pipes, but illegal hookups of roof drains and sump pumps 
may also be contributors. This increases the volume of sewage, which decreases the 
efficiency of treatment and requires the plant to use more energy to pump and treat, as 
well as cause sewage volumes to exceed the plant’s design capacity during wet 
weather events. We would suggest that any measures to reduce I/I anywhere in the 
system would be of great benefit to the DRI zone and the community as a whole.  
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Sidewalks/Bike Lane
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Kirkland Town Library Community Space
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THANK YOU.


